MANTEUFFEL  -- In Every Theatre.

Baron Hasso-Eckard Freiherr von Manteuffel fought with distinction in Poland, France, at Moscow, Ukraine, Romania, Africa, Lorraine, The Ardennes & Germany.    He wore with pride the cuff titles of both the Afrika Corps and the elite Gross Deutschland division.

This selection of Campaign Series Scenarios enables Gamers and Historians to replay or study his battles, follow his career and understand a little better what a remarkable leader he was in many desperate situations. They are also fun to play!

Much credit is due to the developers who have generally striven for historical and geographical accuracy. Thank you all for enabling us to relive and better appreciate the struggles of the men in the battles of WWII.

POLAND.  At the outbreak of war this former cavalryman was a Major in the Panzer Troop School in Berlin. He had been training the 2nd Panzer Division who subsequently fought in Poland. I have no definite proof that he went with them but have selected an interesting scenario where the 2nd Pz meet tough opposition from the cavalry and Infantry of the Poles’ Krakow army. 

1. KRAKOWSKA. (Turns 20 Complexity 7).  On the 3rd Sept 1939 the 2nd Panzer division meet heavy Polish opposition. In this realistic scenario by  Curt Cabbage the Polish tankettes are even outclassed by the Panzer II’s. It opens as a major defeat for the Poles but their many 37mm anti-tank guns can inflict some damage.

FRANCE. In the attack over the Meuse near Maastricht Major Manteuffel commanded the 3rd Mounted Infantry Battalion of the 3rd Panzer Division. They were mounted on motorcycles so I have chosen a scenario from the 3rd Pz Division attack that includes motorcycles. The French 2nd Light Mechanised Division had Somua 35’s that were much better tanks than the German (or Czech) tanks but poorly handled.

2. THE WRONG BATTLE. (Turns 14 Complexity 2). This scenario by James Poli starts on 13/5/40 as a minor Allied defeat but is tough for the Germans. Their 37 mm Anti-Tank guns have to be combined & go for flank shots to have any chance.  

BARBAROSSA (To Moscow.)     Lt. Colonel Manteuffel commanded the 2nd Rifle Regiment in the 7th Panzer Division in action near Smolensk before the mud stopped all movement.  When the ground froze the 7th took part in the fierce battles around Klin very close to Moscow. By then he had been promoted to Colonel of the 6th Rifle Regiment.  Manteuffel’s Battle Group captured a vital bridge over the Moscow Canal at Yakhroma and formed a bridgehead there on the 28th November. For this he was awarded the Knight’s Cross.

3. THE FROZEN OFFENSIVE (Turns14, complexity 4). This 28/11/41scenario by Charles Kibler of Talonsoft covers Manteuffel’s attack on the Canal described above. The 7th motorised Infantry brigade of the 7th Panzer division is present in the scenario and the date is correct. The Russians have anti-tank guns but no tanks.   The Yakhroma River has bridges but is frozen. It starts as a major German defeat. 
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4. COUNTERATTACK AT YAKHROMA (Turns 14, Complexity 4) Charles Kibler of TS describes rather well the Russian counterattack on the bridgehead on the 29th. He uses the same map and units but one KV1 and three T34 Tank units that arrive as reinforcements make it hard to maintain the original Major Allied defeat.

The Russians did recapture the bridgehead, and Klin. The German forces were forced back into a large projecting salient around Rzhev. This was difficult to hold but Hitler refused to allow his exhausted troops to straighten the line.  

BARBAROSSA (Russian Counteroffensive). The 7th Panzer took part in the desperate battles North West of Klin. The Russians penetrated the German lines near Rzhev with cavalry and sledge borne infantry reinforced by partisans and paratroops. The German 9th army was in danger of encirclement and annihilation but held by the “Snail Offensive” which would advanced only where there was a worthwhile objective without incurring any danger and fell back into its ‘shell’ if rebuffed. The aim was keep the vital Rollbahn artery clear. 

5.BIG TROUBLE FOR 5th PANZER. (Turns16, Complexity 5). This scenario for 16th February 1943 by William Velovich shows Partisans attacking a poorly defended German HQ and supply depot in two isolated villages in deep snow. It is a race between the Russian Cavalry and Paratroop reinforcements and the German Panzer Division reinforcements. This starts with a minor Allied victory and is quite unusual and exciting to play.  

6.A WINTER MELEE. (Turns 12, Complexity 4). This smaller scenario for the 17th February by Garren Allard is not related to the above. It shows Partisans, Cavalry and Paratroops attacking a German held village. It starts with a minor Russian defeat but they outnumber the stronger, well placed German units.  

AFRICA.    Manteuffel was posted to Africa on the 7th February to attack the Allies’ First army in Tunisia. He conducted Operation Oxhead - a strong counter-attack near Tunis using the Manteuffel Motorised Division with Italian units plus Tiger tanks and strong air support. The offensive only lasted 2 days and suffered heavy losses in vehicles and men. Manteuffel was invalided back to Germany on the 31st March. 

7. OPERATION OCHSENKOPF. (Turns 28, Complexity 9). Steve (von Niemack) Wyckmans has listed Kampfgruppe Lang as part of Manteuffel’s attack on 27th February. Tiger & Churchill Mk III (6 pounder) tanks appear as reinforcements.   It is a large scenario with plenty of action for tanks & troops so well worth playing. It starts with a major German defeat but by moving fast they can capture Sidi Nisr as ordered and set up to face the British counter-attack.  

8.HUNTER’S GAP. (Turns 20, Complexity 7). This is Steve’s direct sequel to the above scenario but slightly smaller. On the 28ththe Germans drive south from Sidi Nisr and run into well placed British anti-tank guns. Against vehicles, the 17 pdrs   have a range of 12 hexes, the 6 pounders 8 hexes and the 25 pounders 6 hexes so they have to be taken out by artillery & infantry assaults. This is a real combined operation game, challenging but interesting. The ground is broken so there are many opportunities for close approach and many British ambush positions. Churchill III reinforcements arrive after move 12. It starts as major Axis defeat.
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RUSSIA AGAIN (The Ukraine) Manteuffel was promoted to Major General in May but was convalescing during the Citadel battles. He was appointed to the command of his old Division the 7th Panzer on the 20th August 1943 just 2 days before the evacuation of Kharkov. By then “the remnants of the 7th “ were driven back to the Dnieper at Kiev. On the 8th October they tried in vain to smash a Soviet bridgehead over the Dnieper near Kiev. 

On 3rd November after a massive Russian assault, they counter-attacked but could not prevent yet another Soviet crossing of the Dnieper. On the 5th of November Manteuffel and his HQ staff had to fight their way back to the Division on foot. On the 6th the first T34’s drove into Kiev and the German forces were forced back to the west. Despite rearguard resistance, the Russian drive continued until they captured Zhitomir 100 miles west of Kiev. 

The XXXVIII Panzer Corps (which included the 7th Panzer) launched a major counterattack from the 15th November to the 23rd December 1943.This was a big success leading to the recapture of Zhitomir and Radomysl and stopping the Russian offensive. Von Mellenthin reported, “Our trump card was the 7th Panzer Division which had now been brought up to full strength in men and material” (including a Tiger detachment). On the 26th November mud and slush prevented the planned attack to recapture Kiev.

In November, Manteuffel was awarded Oakleaves to his Knight’s Cross and promoted to Lieutenant General. 

9.RETREAT TO RADOMYSL. (Turns 17, Complexity 6). This TalonSoft scenario by W.Burch looks at the German rearguard stand just east of Zhitomir. This was on the 10th November 5 days before they launched their successful counter-attack (see above). Here the 23rd Panzer tries to hold the Russians on the Teterev River 94 Kilometres west of Kiev. They have 9 PzIV and 3 Marder II’s to cope with 24 T34’s & many infantry units arriving as reinforcements. The scenario starts close to a major German victory but this is hard to maintain.

Sadly there is no current scenario covering the part that the 7th took in the successful actions from 15/11 to 23/12/43.

UKRAINE. On the 1st January 1944 Manteuffel was appointed as Commander of The Gross Deutschland Division which was the Elite division of the German army. The GD fought a series of defensive battles as the Germans were forced out of the Ukraine. In the protracted and bitter fighting around Kirovograd the GD inflicted a heavy defeat on Koniev’s armoured brigades. Sergeant Sepp Rampel in a tiger that was really due for servicing knocked out 18 Russian tanks in one day. He was awarded the Knight’s Cross but was killed at Kirovograd before he could receive it. 

Fritz Bayerlein’s 3rd Panzer Division and 3 others were trapped in Kirovograd. From his time with Rommel he knew that Panzer Divisions were to be used in mobile warfare instead of waiting in static pockets. He used a breakdown in communications with Hitler as an excuse to break out of the pocket rather than await destruction. 
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10. BREAKOUT AT KIROVOGRAD. (Turns 10, Complexity 5). The great Doug Bevard who made so many fine scenarios for Talonsoft contributed this one.  On the 7th January 1944 Bayerlein’s 3rd Panzer Division attack at night and break out of the pocket to meet the GD. The Division must break out to the North East in open country against Russian Anti-tank defences. They have 7 Panzer IVH’s, 4 Panthers, 4 Marder Tank Destroyers & two 88’s which will all be needed when the 4 JS II’s and 2 T34’s arrive on turn11. The game starts as a major German defeat.

ROMANIA. Forced over the border Manteuffel’s GD stood at Targul Frumos near the modern day Iassy to inflict a major defeat on Koniev’s Armies. This was such a classic defensive victory that NATO studied it as late as the 1980’s.

Between the 26th April and the 7th May 1944 the GD destroyed over 350 Russian tanks and damaged another 200 for the loss of only 10 German tanks.  Manteuffel himself led a counter-attack with Tigers on the 30th April. 

On the 2nd May a new series of attacks started with successive waves of Russian tanks and infantry assaulting by day and by night. 

Here the Germans met the powerful new JSII tanks (see Manteuffel’s comments on Page 8).  The GD chose their ground carefully. The dug in 88’s & used flank attacks by Tigers. But these were only part of the defence. The Panzer Grenadiers faced massed human wave attacks, intense Katyusha, mortar and artillery barrages, charged into machine gun fire and fought hand-to-hand in trenches—day after day after day!  Despite the enormous odds they held.

Manteuffel was awarded swords to his Knight’s Cross-on the 8th January. He said, “In spite of the most careful preparations the decisive factor in the defence was the combat potential of the troops. It was this that enabled the Division to achieve the result that it did – a huge fiasco for the Russians.”  

11. DEFENSIVE VICTORY AT TARGUL FRUMOS. (Turns 25, Complexity 9).

This TalonSoft scenario by Fred Schwartz covers the massive Russian attack on the 2nd May 1944. Manteuffel appears in the OOB and hence in the Info Box on the RHS. Sadly this is not him but a poor photo of German private! There are 5 PzIV units, 4 Panthers, 3 Tigers 6 ‘75’s, 3 ‘88’s and a limited number of Infantry units. Two Panthers and 2 PzIV’s appear on turn 18.  The Russians have 39 T34’s, 6 JSII’s, 4 Su 85’s and masses of infantry.

This is best played as the German side vs the AI but NOT versus a human.

By learning about placement, ambushes, lines of approach, killing grounds and the use of mobile forces one can learn a great deal from this before moving on to the fascinating scenario No 12 which was derived from this one. 
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12. TARGUL FRUMOS MOBILE DEFENCE (Turns 25, Complexity 9) 2 May’44.

The master scenario list has graphics for each scenario. The graphic for this and the previous one is an accurate photo of Manteuffel and two of his officers.

This is a complete remake of the previous scenario to enable Human-to-Human play. Both sides’ OOB’s were revised and corrected. The map too was revised and is much more geographically accurate. The designer was “The Dragon of Pan Tang” with the assistance of Steve (von Niemack) Wyckmans. The game starts as a major Russian defeat but this is not easy to maintain. It is one of the most fascinating scenarios of all. The gamer has an opportunity to match Manteuffel’s great achievement and understand it more but this takes a lot of skill and practice. It is humbling to think how much more difficult and serious it was when there were real men and life and death involved!   

The Gross Deutschland Division was withdrawn for a refit in July 1944. 

FRANCE (Lorraine area vs Patton.) Manteuffel was promoted to General of Panzer troops on the 10th September 1944 and given command of the second 5th Panzer Army (the first was lost in Tunisia). This sounded like a major command but at the time the 5th consisted of the 21st Panzer Division that had no tanks, the 11th Panzer Division that had been “shot to pieces” and the 15th Pz Grenadier Division had few tanks.

On the 19th September the 113th Pz Brigade attacked the 4th US Armoured Division (known as Patton’s best) under General ‘Tiger’Wood --the best American tank general. The German Panthers were superior to the Shermans but the Americans had very strong artillery and anti-tank support. When the fog lifted the Allied aircraft arrived and Manteuffel lost 50 tanks but achieved nothing.

 13. TANK BATTLE AT ARRACOURT. (Turns 15,Complexity 8) Robert Stangl’s scenario covers the action on the 19th.  General Patton, Maj General ‘Tiger’ Wood & Colonel Abrams (the current US MBT was named after him) are all in the OOB but the pictures in the Info Box are not of them. In the German OOB the names are all fictitious. Also there is no air activity and the map is wrong. The game starts as a major Allied Victory but, as the Germans have much better tanks & more of them, a keen German player should be able to reverse the verdict of history. 

After the Allies landed in Normandy, Hitler stripped the Tank Training Schools of experts and formed them into the Panzer Lehr Division under Fritz Bayerlein whom we met in Scenario 10 above. It was badly hit in Normandy west of Caen on the 11th July then almost destroyed during Operation Cobra in late July. The Lehr was rebuilding at Muenster with hastily trained “replacements of indifferent calibre” when the Allies thrust towards Strasbourg & Germany.   The “new” Panzer Lehr was sent to Manteuffel’s 5th Panzer Army on the 23rd November.  By sheer luck Tiger Woods’ 4th US armoured Division hit the Eastern Column hard on the 24th and 25th. They were driven back to their start line & withdrew on the 28th November to prepare for Operation “Autumn Mist.” 
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14. STRIKE OF THE LEHR. (Turns25, Complexity 9). This Talonsoft scenario by Kenneth Talley is for 23rdwhich is the wrong date. Unfortunately too it requires the loading of the West Front Battle Disc. However it is well worth playing as it relives this interesting action. Ken has made a very realistic scenario with an accurate map and OOB that includes Bayerlein and CCB of the 4th US armoured. Reinforcements are important with Panthers coming in after turn 4 and many Shermans after turn 8. The Eastern column is easily halted and it is difficult for the German player’s Western column to improve on the major German defeat at the start of the scenario. This adds to the realism of this re-enactment. 

FRANCE – THE ARDENNES. The “Battle of the Bulge” (Churchill) or “Autumn Mist” (Hitler) is very thoroughly covered in the Campaign Series.

Manteuffel’s 5th Panzer army for this operation consisted of the 116th Panzer, the Panzer Lehr, and the 2nd & 9th Panzer Divisions.  They were held up at the River Our, St Vith and Bastogne but actually did much better than the SS Divisions who were blocked by many rivers & jammed together on narrow forest trails.

After Manteuffel bypassed Bastogne he got very close to the Meuse River but the British were there as backups to make sure that he did not cross. 

15. CHAOS AT MARNACH. (Turns 20, Complexity 3) In this scenario for the 16th December by Th. Wulfes the 110th Regiment of the 28th Division stand against Manteuffel’s Panzer Lehr, 2nd Panzer and 26th Volksgrenadier despite odds of 10 to 1. The delay they cause is important. This scenario shows a small US unit standing in Marnach a small village near the Our river. It is a neat little infantry action with limited forces on both sides. It starts with a major German defeat

16. THE BRITISH ARE COMING. (Turns 16, Complexity5). This is another of     Doug Bevard’s Talonsoft scenarios. It covers the action of 24/12/44 and shows units of Manteuffel’s 5th Panzer Army within 7 kilometres of the Meuse River. This interesting scenario deals with the way the 82nd US Recce unit and the British Third Royal Tank Regiment defended the Meuse. The Allies are well equipped with 15 Fireflies, 6 Cromwells and 3 Achilles Tank Destroyers. They are not well off for artillery or troops. The Germans have more troops and better artillery but only have 3 Pz IVH & 3 Panther units, 3 Stug Tank Destroyers and 3 75mm Anti-tank guns. The scenario starts with a major Axis defeat and it takes skilful play to change this and alter history.   

Manteuffel stayed on with his 5th Panzer army until the 8th January 1945. His men stayed on in the west and were captured by the Allies.

On the 18th February Manteuffel was awarded the Diamonds to his Knight’s Cross-on the 18th February. He was one of only 14 recipients of the Knight’s Cross-with Oakleaves, Swords and Diamonds in the whole German Army.  

On the 10th March he was given command of the Third Panzer Army in the east.
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GERMANY   Manteuffel’s Third Panzer Army had very few tanks, some JagdPanzer Tank Destroyers, anti-tank guns and individual men with Panzerfausts & Panzerschrecks. The men were from training schools, from hospitals, the old and the young from Berlin and the survivors of the long years of fighting in Russia. They were responsible for defending the area south of Stettin where Zhukov’s main armies were poised for the final blow - the attack on Berlin.

The desperate struggle for the Seelow Heights (the final, well defended physical barrier before Berlin) continued day and night for 3 days with heavy mortar, rocket and artillery fire followed by successive waves of heavy tanks and infantry. The German losses are not known but it is estimated that the Russians lost around 30,000 men in their assault on the Seelow Heights, 
Manteuffel himself was wounded when a group of Soviets burst into the command centre. Four of his staff were killed and another four wounded before the six intruders were shot down. Manteuffel, who was a former World War I cavalry officer, shot one of his attackers and cut the other down with a trench knife. His own injury--a bullet wound in his upper arm--proved to be serious but not life threatening. A medic treated his injury, and the general, who had not slept in five days, slipped into a deep sleep and was carried to safety without his knowledge by his adjutant, who had himself been wounded twice during the last   5 days. He was taken to the west and surrendered to the Allies on the 8th May.

17. GATEWAY TO BERLIN. (Turns 16,Complexity 9). The date is 19th April 1945. This final scenario is by Steve (von Niemack) Wyckmans and may be accessed from the wonderful Blitz disc *PB1.  It is called Za Rodanu which means “For the Motherland”. The German “Muncheberg”Kampfgruppe was named after the town of that name which is only 40 kilometres due east of Berlin. The 23rd Guards Rifle Corps has heavy armour & much artillery. It starts with a minor Russian defeat.

THERE ARE MANY INTERESTING NEW UNITS WHICH NEED SPECIAL HANDLING. The Germans have three types of Rockets, powerful Tank Hunting teams, a 128 mm anti-tank gun, improved PzIV/70 Tank destroyers, Brummbars (Grizzly Bears) and a Sturmpanzer -320 mm mobile mortar. The new Borgward Panzer Jagers have six Panzerschrecks behind a rotating shield. The Russians have JSII’s, 152mm gun howitzers, Su100 and SU152 tank destroyers and plenty of Infantry. Both sides can launch air attacks.
THIS SCENARIO IS A GREAT FINALE AND WELL WORTH STUDYING. 

HASSO Von MANTEUFFEL.

This amazing warrior and Prussian Aristocrat was born in 1897 and, rather surprisingly, survived the war to die aged 81 in 1978. He was big on courage and skill but physically only 5 foot 2 inches tall!! Manteuffel did not write the usual general’s book but we have some of his comments from Liddell Hart’s “The other side of the Hill.
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His courage on the battlefield was legendary and he even claimed that he was not afraid of Hitler!! I quote: - “Hitler had a magnetic, and indeed hypnotic personality. This had a very marked effect on people who went to see him with the intention of putting forward their views on any matter. They would begin to argue their point, but would gradually find themselves succumbing to his personality, and in the end would often agree to the opposite of what they intended. For my part, having come to know Hitler well in the last stages of the war, I had learnt how to keep him to the point, and maintain my own argument. I did not feel afraid of Hitler, as so many did.”

”Tanks must be fast. That, I would say, is the most important lesson of the war in regard to tank design. The Panther was on the right lines, as a prototype. We used to call the Tiger a 'furniture van' - though it was a good machine in the initial breakthrough. Its slowness was a worse handicap in Russia than in France, because the distances were greater.”

“The Stalin tank is the heaviest in the world; it has robust tracks and good armour. A further advantage is its low build - it is 51 cm lower than our Panzer V, the Panther. As a 'breakthrough' tank it is undoubtedly good, but too slow.
It was at Targul Frumos that I first met the Stalin tanks. It was a shock to find that, although my Tigers began to hit them at a range of 3,000 metres, our shells bounced off, and did not penetrate them until we had closed to half that distance. But I was able to counter the Russians' superiority by manoeuvre and mobility, in making the best use of ground cover. Firepower, armour protection, speed and cross-country performance are the essentials, and the best type of tank is that which combines these conflicting requirements with most success. In my opinion the German Panzer V, the 'Panther', was the most satisfactory of all, and would have been close to the ideal had it been possible to design with a lower silhouette. A main lesson I learned from all my experience was that much more importance should be placed on the speed of the tank on the battlefield than was generally believed before the war, and even during, the war. It is a matter of life or death for the tank to avoid the deadly effect of enemy fire by being able to move quickly from one fire-position to another. Manoeuvrability develops into a 'weapon' and often ranks equal to firepower and armour- protection.”

The Allies held Manteuffel as a Prisoner of War until September 1947. From 1953 to 1957 he was a member of the Free Democratic party in the Bundestag. In 1959 he was charged with ordering a 19 year old to be shot for desertion and was sentenced to 18 months in prison but was released after serving four months. He was born in Potsdam but died in Austria. A Photo of him is available as an attachment.

Researched and compiled by Jim Watt, Australia- October 2004.

Comments and requests for scenarios to jwatt@shoal.net.au
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Phot of Manteuffel wearing his Knight’s Cross with Oakleaves and Swords.

The diamonds came later.
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