THE CRIMEAN CAMPAIGN   September 1941 to May 1944

 Brought down from Leningrad to command the 11thArmy von Manstein prepared to smash into the Crimea with the 54th Corps while the rest of his Army and the Romanian 3rd Army drove eastwards over the Dneiper chasing the Russians. The Crimean campaign saw many desperate battles by outnumbered and poorly equipped German and Romanian troops. In the first scenario the Russians attacked his forces just before they deployed into the Crimea.  

BREAKING INTO THE CRIMEA.

 The scenario text states “ TIMOSHEVKA. 40 km North West of MELITOPOL. Manstein proposed to smash into the Crimea through the Perekop isthmus with the 57th Corps. (Not Correct – it was the 54th Corps. ) Meanwhile, further to the North East on the Nogay steppe the rest of the Army with the Romanian 3rd Army attached paused to regroup along a line stretching from Nikopol on the Dneiper River to the Sea of Azov.   On the 26th September the Romanian Mountain Group was completing the relief of the German 91st Mountain Regiment at Timoshevka when the Russian 218th Motorised division attacked. With Manstein’s attention focused to the south the Soviet 9th and 18th Armies had chosen this moment to attack in the hopes of encircling the German 11th Army and pinning it against The Black Sea. At Timnoshevka the thin grey line of Axis mountain troops fought a desperate battle in the narrow streets to prevent the Russians from breaking through. 

1.THE THIN GRAY LINE 26th September 1941. (Turns 16,Complexity 7) by Doug Bevard of Talonsoft. The Russians start with a minor victory and have 12 light tank units. However they must attack and the Axis troops have adequate artillery. The Romanian troops are slightly less effective than Germans or Russians.  

THE PEREKOP ISTHMUS


The entry to the Crimea is only 5 miles wide but it is flat and was defended in great depth by the Russian 51st Army.


The 54th Corps first assault failed and the second assault took place in rain, mud and fog. Von Manstein said, “ I was alarmed by the way the fighting power of the troops deteriorated….. by the 25th October the troops seemed too exhausted to go on with the attack….after one more day of hard effort the 27th October brought the final success. That 10 day battle towers above the normal type of offensive action as a shining example of the aggressive spirit and self sacrifice of the German soldier” also “ The Soviet Air Force so dominated the sky that anti-aircraft batteries no longer dared fire in case they were immediately wiped out.”

The Russian armies defending the Crimea launched a savage attack on the German 11th army that had just suffered heavy losses and had no tanks.

2. SABERS IN THE SUN 12thOctober 1941 (Turns21 Complexity6) by Doug Bevard of TS. This is a difficult scenario for the Germans although Blitz.Players have reported 8 victories for each side. The Germans are well dug in but have no tanks, 6 Stugs, three 50mm, one 75 mm and one 88mm anti-tank guns. The Russians have cavalry and 8 T28 tanks, 2 T34’s, 3 T35’s 2 KV1’s and even 3 KV2’s. The game starts with a minor Russian defeat that I have found hard to maintain. 
2.

Manstein had no armour at all but by using every single vehicle and moving fast after the Perekop victory he was able to say: -

 “ By 16th November the furious chase was over, and the whole of the Crimea except for the fortified area of Sevastopol was in our hands. The 6 divisions of Eleventh Army had wiped out the best part of two enemy armies totalling 12 rifle and four cavalry divisions. The enemy lost over 100,000 men as prisoners as well as 700 guns and 160 tanks.”   

Despite having to give up 2 divisions to the main German assault near Rostov Manstein assaulted Sevastopol in December and was making significant progress until the Russians landed fresh forces at Kersch and Feodosia which were defended by the 46th Division alone.

THE HEROIC 46TH


The 46th Division was commanded by Graf (Count) von Sponeck an experienced and energetic General who had fought at Perekop. The 46th beat the fleeing Russians to Kersch which they captured despite heavy casualties on 15th November.  On 26th December the Russian 51st Army crossed the iced-over sea and landed on both sides of Kersch but the 46th sealed off the bridgeheads and by the 28th had mopped up most of them despite bitter weather down to -30ºC.  


On the 29th the Russians landed their 44th army at Feodosia 75 miles in Sponeck’s rear so he advised von Manstein that he was withdrawing. He did not receive Manstein’s order to stay at Kersch.  The 46th marched under appalling hardships at temperatures below zero for 46 hours, and held the Russian 44th Army behind Feodosia on 31st December. The freshly arrived 73rd Division and some Romanians then crushed the Russians and the crisis was over but Manstein had been forced to call off the assault on Sevastopol at a critical moment.


Von Sponeck’s decision to withdraw was proven correct but was contrary to von Manstein’s original order to hold at Kersch. He was court martialled by Goering and condemned to death. This was changed to life imprisonment but he was shot in 1944 after the plot against Hitler.  

There was no question of cowardice on von Sponeck’s part as he had already won the Knight’s Cross in France and fought bravely on the Dnieper.

The treatment of von Sponeck was a dire warning remembered by other Generals when they considered making the correct military decisions instead of following Hitler’s insane orders. 

(There is another General Graf von Sponeck who fought in the Afrika Corps and survived the war. His name was Theodore and he too earned the Knight’s Cross. The Crimean von Sponeck is shown in the Talonsoft DCG set of photos of Germans to choose from. There is a photograph of Von Sponeck in   the DCG section. Start with the rather cranky looking bloke under DCG’s. Proceed 6 to the right and you will find a photo of von Sponeck. He is looking to the left with no cap and his hair is parted.)

3. 

 If that was too hard for you, try this:-
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 3.THE ELTIGEN BRIDGEHEAD. (Turns 16 Complexity 7) 7th December 1943 by Paul Adaway. (This scenario is listed for 1943 but I have been unable to locate any reference to such a landing. It does however recreate the original landing at Feodosia on the 19th December 1941. The Russian landing then encountered a German coastal battery, some Stugs and Romanians who held until the 46th arrived. As Paul’s scenario has Heavy Artillery, Stugs and Romanians I have ignored his date and used his scenario to illustrate what happened in December 1941.
The Russians have 2 T34’s, 2 M3M and 1 KV1 tank units but the Germans have
4 powerful StugIII’s, 7 45/50mmm anti-tank guns & six of the dangerous 75 mm A/Tank guns. It starts as major axis defeat but is interesting & balanced to play

When von Manstein was finally given some armour it was mostly the outdated Czech T38’s in the hands of a new, untrained Panzer Division -- the 22nd. Their first action was some three months later against the Russian landing  (new or the original?) at Feodosia. The first mission of the new Panzer Division was a disaster. Equipped mainly with outdated light tanks they were sent to attack the Russians who had landed at Feodosia. They became lost in the early morning mists and ran straight into the assembly area of the Russian 56th Armoured Brigade equipped with T34’s.   

4.

4.CRISIS IN THE CRIMEA 20th March 1942 (Turns 16 complexity 7) by Doug Bevard of Talonsoft. This is a pure tank battle (as stated). The Germans forces are concentrated and moving into an area with few Russian tanks—the column is on its way in! The Germans have three Pz IIIH units, six IVE, & nine 38t but no anti-tank guns. The Russians have eighteen T34’s, a KV1 and a monster KV8 Flamethrower tanks with assault strength of 17 and defence of 12!! It is recommended as Head to Head or as Germans vs the AI. (The only way I could win was vs the AI. The old Craig Foster results table say this is a balanced scenario but results reported to the Blitz show 4 German wins versus 30 Russian wins. For these reasons I recommend the rebalanced scenario by K.K Rossokolski which at least gives the Germans two 50mm and two 75mm anti-tank guns.)   

 THE ASSAULT ON SEVASTOPOL.

After the assault was called off in December 1941 both sides settled down to siege warfare until the major and very costly assault in June 1942.  

 
After careful planning the Germans and Romanians captured the world’s strongest fortress Sevastopol in only 27 days. The Romanian Mountain Corps was responsible for attacking over the toughest terrain of the Sevastopol area, almost impenetrable growth and very steep terrain. Their first objective on the 7th was the Sugarloaf redoubt and The Eagle’s Nest held by the Soviet 386th Rifle division and guarding the Eastern approach to Sevastopol. After a 5day barrage the 1st mountain and 18th Infantry worked their way up the steep slopes into the Russian positions.

 5. ASSAULT ON SUGARLOAF 7th June 1942 (Turns 20 Complexity 9) by Doug Bevard for Talonsoft The Romanians move first and are the preferred players. This scenario is not recommended for H2H play. It is even difficult against the AI. Although the Romanians have some French R35 tanks they are light and insignificant. Both sides have masses of artillery and infantry so it is a very different type of struggle which makes one appreciate the bravery and difficulties of the Romanians.

THE RUSSIANS RETAKE THE CRIMEA. 
After their Citadel victory the Russians stormed west to the Dnieper but also had forces available for the Crimea. After 2 weeks of fighting they recaptured Melitopol and turned south to the Wotan Line that guarded the entrance to the Crimea. 

6.FORCING THE WOTAN LINE 25th October 1943 (Turns 20 Complexity7) by Doug Bevard for Talonsoft. This starts as a Russian defeat but offers lots of potential for both sides. The Russians have 12 T34’s, 4 85 mm Tank Destroyers and 6 anti-tank guns. The Germans have 6 PzIVH, 6 Panthers, 3 Stugs and 3 upgraded PzJgIV Tank Destroyers with 88 mm guns. They also have 16 anti-tank guns. Both sides have plenty of infantry and artillery so this is a real Combined Operation scenario worth studying & playing carefully on either side. 
5.

The Russians by now had captured Odessa and the Crimean forces were isolated. Hitler refused to withdraw them and they were forced back into Sevastopol where he abandoned them

The 5th Corps was retreating westward through the Yayla Mountains. They were hotly pursued by Russians and T34’s but the 98th Inf. & 198th Anti Tank battalion made a stand at Saly Pass. Note the mountains in the map below.

 7.REARGUARD AT SALY PASS 13th April 1944 (Turns 15 Complexity 5) by Doug Bevard of Talonsoft. This is OK for H-to-H play and quite interesting. It begins as a major Russian defeat (which is the start the German player needs.) Nine T34’s and cavalry lead the Russian pursuit with their troops in wagons. The Germans have 4 Stugs, two 50mm and 2 powerful 75 mm anti-tank units plus many opportunities for ambushes. This is a challenging and very different scenario with opportunities for surprise on both sides. 
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Researched and compiled by Jim Watt, Australia October 2004

Comments and request for scenarios to jwatt@shoal.net.au 

