STALINGRAD TO BERLIN – CHUIKOV


Lieutenant General Vasily Ivanovich Chuikov  (1900 to 1982) – commanded the 62nd Russian Army at Stalingrad & the 8th Guards Army from there to the Donetz Basin, Crimea, Byelorussia, & Poland. The 8th spearheaded the drive into Berlin.

He was hard, ambitious, strategically gifted, personally brave and incredibly tough. Chuikov, a short, chunky man with the face of an intelligent prize-fighter surmounted by a mop of unruly hair was probably the finest front-line commander and certainly the most aggressive General of World War II.

After fighting in Finland he became the military attaché in China so avoided responsibility for the disasters of 1941.  He arrived at Stalingrad to command the Stalingrad forces on the 12th September 1942. The situation was desperate but he told Kruschev “We shall hold Stalingrad or die there.”  When his front was reduced to a few hundred yards and entire 12,000 men divisions reduced to 500 men his determination never flagged. He was at his last gasp & almost out of ammunition when Zhukov’s counterattack was launched on the 19th November.

STALINGRAD

1.INTO THE CITY – 23rd September 1942 (25 Turns, Complexity 6) by Doug Bevard for Talonsoft. This is a fairly accurate representation of the drive by the 29th Motorised Division to the bank of the Volga and its fight for the Grain Silo. It starts as a major German defeat but Blitz players report 6 German victories versus 2 Russian victories. They have 6 PzIII’s and 3 StugIII’s versus 3 Russian T34’s but this is strictly an Artillery and Infantry battle.

2. THE FIGHT FOR THE FACTORIES. – 23rd October 1942 (Turns 20 Complexity 8) by Charles Kibler for Talonsoft. This starts as a minor German defeat and is, as one would expect, an Artillery and Infantry based scenario with lots of cover. There are some German armoured units but they must be used carefully as the Russians have one deadly 76mm and nine 45mm anti –tank units with plenty of cover.

There is no further mention of the 62nd army who were surely part of the 400,000 Russian casualties. 

2.

Chuikov did not take part in the Citadel operation but was given command of the 8th Guards army which he held until the end of the war. The Title “Guards” was awarded to superior formations that had distinguished themselves in battle. The title brought increased rations but also demanded the maintenance of the highest standards in discipline, training & combat. Guards armies normally carried more firepower than the others and had larger establishments.  

The next mention of Chuikov is in the Crimea but as the developers never list   armies I have chosen scenarios as close to the dates & cities as I could find.

CRIMEA AND THE UKRAINE

3. FORCING THE WOTAN LINE (guarding the entrance to the Crimea) 25th October 1943 (Turns 20 Complexity 7) by Doug Bevard for Talonsoft. This starts as a Russian defeat but offers lots of potential for both sides. The Russians have 12 T34’s, 4 85 mm Tank Destroyers and 6 anti-tank guns. The Germans have 6 PzIVH, 6 Panthers, 3 Stugs and 3 upgraded PzJgIV Tank Destroyers with 88 mm guns. They also have 16 anti-tank guns.  

 4.FISCHER’S GLORY 14th November 1943 (Turns 22 Complexity 9) This scenario by Steve (von Niemack) Wyckmans for Talonsoft is, as usual, well worth playing. It starts with a major Russian defeat but they are storming westward near Krivoi Rog (west of the Dnieper) with 9 KV1’s with added armour and another 18 T34’s coming as reinforcements. The Germans have limited Pz III and Pz IV tanks with Tigers, Panthers and mobile anti-tank units arriving as reinforcements. Both sides have some rockets, plus lots of Artillery and infantry but at this stage of the war neither sides’ infantry had anti-tank capabilities.  

The next mention of the 8th is that they took Odessa on the 4th April 1944. The nearest scenario to this deals with the Hungarian retreat 120 kilometres east of Odessa in May so the scenario date must be wrong.

5. THE LAST CRUSADE 1st May 1944 (Turns 10 Complexity 5) Another from Doug Bevard of Talonsoft. It begins as a minor Russian defeat and looks hopeless with pathetic Hungarian tanks against T34’s but Blitz players report 12 German victories as against 8 Russian victories with 3 draws.

POLAND

The next battles of Chuikov’s 8th Guards Army took place in late July at Kovel (near the Pripet marshes). They were part of the Russian breakthrough battles in Poland that led to the capture of Lvov. 

There are no matching scenarios for this action. In early August the Germans launched a strong counterattack on the Magnesew Bridgehead over the Vistula some 25 miles south of Warsaw. The next scenario is based on Studianski a fictitious village near Magnesew.

3.

6.TANKS ON STUDIANSKI. 9th August 1944 (20 turns Complexity 7) by MarW. This starts as a major German defeat. 26 Blitz players agree but 11 were able to reverse this. The units involved are the historical ones on both sides. German players will have to be skilful as the Russians field 42 T34’s, 9 SU 85 Tank Destroyers and 15 76 mm Anti-tank guns. The German forces have 2 Pz IVH, 9 Panthers, 1 Tiger, 6 Marder Tank Destroyers and only seven 75 mm anti-tank guns. There is another scenario called Desperate Measures for the same action on 11th August but I chose this one as it is more historically accurate. 

From then until the end of the war Chuikov’s 8th Guards Army was the spearhead of Zhukov’s drive into Germany and, finally, into Berlin. It was made up of 9 Divisions, a Tank Corps and 21 SPG batteries.

On the 12th January 1945 the 8th attacked Posnan. This action is covered in the scenario “Road to Berlin by Bob Dalton”. (I did not include said scenario as it has 50 turns and complexity 10. It is however available from me should anyone want it.)

Chuikov left part of his army at Posnan while the rest fought at Kustrin for bridgeheads over the Oder. By now some of his divisions were down to 4,000 men from the original 12,000. The battle for Kustrin took Chuikov 3 weeks.

It is interesting to observe that Von Seydlitz Kurzbach with his German ex POW’s fought with Chuikov and General Vlasov with his Russian ex POW’s fought against him. I could find no reference to them fighting one another. 

GERMANY

7. CRISIS ON THE ODER. (Kustrin) The 22nd March 1945 (Turns18 Complexity 5) by Doug Bevard of Talonsoft. This is a great and often played scenario with good chances for both sides. It starts as a major Russian defeat but Blitz players have reported 30 Russian victories, 37 German victories and 10 Draws. The forces are well scattered and the Germans must bring in their outposts to better positions. They have 6 Pz IVH, 6 Panthers and 3 JgdPz /75’s and only two 75 mm anti-tank guns to defend the Oder bridges. The Russians have 15 JS2’s & 2 SU85 units.

THE SEELOW HEIGHTS BATTLE.

On the 18th April the 8th Guards attacked from their Kustrin Bridgehead using massive artillery barrages, successive waves of tanks and infantry with strong air support. The slaughter continued for 3 days before the remaining, exhausted Germans were crushed. The wounded were often left behind as rearguards.

They held that long despite odds of 40 to 1 (I quote Manteuffel’s report to Hitler) because of the heroic deeds of individual infantrymen and artillerymen and the sacrifices of Rudel’s tank and bridge busting Stuka pilots. The individuals included Hitler Youth (aged 13 to 16) and the Volksturm (Home Guard) which was made up of Conscripts between the ages of 16 and 60 who had limited training and uniforms. The Russians shot Volksturm men they captured as they classified them as guerrillas. Himmler’s men and the Military Police shot alleged deserters without the formality of a trial. They even left bodies hung from gallows near Seelow.  Hans von Luck reported them shooting a highly decorated Sergeant whom he had sent to a rear workshop to collect repaired vehicles.

4.

The Russians too were under threat as officers with pistols had orders to shoot any men who faltered. Their troops were often seen advancing into machine gun fire in masses 3 ranks deep. Stalin constantly harangued Zhukov who passed it down the line. Stalin even set up Koniev to race Zhukov and Chuikov to Berlin.

(Colin Heaton has written an excellent article on the Seelow battle but his dates are incorrect. It is otherwise amazing and accurate {as checked against accounts by Chuikov & Zhukov}. To access it go to The Blitz site, Articles, History Articles and run down to “The Red Army Assault on Seelow Heights”).

8.GATEWAY TO BERLIN (Seelow.)  16th April 1945 (Turns 16 Complexity 5) by Doug Bevard of Talonsoft. This is a very realistic scenario as the Russians have 5 IS2 units and lots of infantry while the Germans only have 4 Tank Destroyers including a JagdPanther), two 75mm and 3 x 88mm anti-tank guns. All German infantry units have great tank killing power at short range. Thus this gives a fair reflection of the forces and type of action at Seelow.

The scenario starts a with a minor Russian defeat but Blitz players have reported 16 German victories and 33 Russian victories with 15 draws so the Russians can win this seemingly difficult scenario (as they did in those 3 days of death in 1945).

This battle is so important & interesting that I have added another scenario on it. It is hypothetical (my apologies) but such fun to play I had to make it available.

9.POSLEDNI SANCE 18th April 1945 (Turns 20 Complexity 6) by Martin Smola.

The text is in Czechoslovakian  (I think) but the actual game uses English data.

There is plenty of heavy armour even including two Maus! The Germans also have two King Tigers and two JagdTigers. Their Volksturm, Volksgrenadiers, & Infantry (in that order) are all deadly to tanks but the Russian infantry aren’t.

The game start with a minor Russian defeat but they have18 T34’s and 12 IS2’s so the chances are fairly even. This game involves long ranges and also adjacent square ambushes so it is very different to play. It does however reflect the situation at Seelow where infantrymen and 88’s killed most of the Soviet tanks.

It has been stated in Tissier’s book “Zhukov at the Oder” that the Russians admitted to losing 33,000 men killed at Seelow & 743 tanks in the 3 days. He stated that the losses might even have been twice that.

THE BATTLE FOR BERLIN

And so, at last, on to Berlin and the end of the war!! The Germans fought to the bitter end. Their losses are not known but it is estimated that the Russians suffered 100,000 casualties in Berlin. Chuikov’s 8th Guards made the main assault from the East. When Krebs, the German chief of staff, discussed surrender he did not know to whom he was talking. He said “Were you a corps commander at Stalingrad? No. An army commander! Krebs was surprised “And you are…? I am Chuikov!” Chuikov lost a lot of men from hard driving to get them to the Reichstag first. He didn’t make it--- Koniev got there first but   Weidling, the OIC of Berlin forces, surrendered to Chuikov on the 2nd May 1945.
5.

10.TIERGARTEN. 27th April 1945. (Turns 27 Complexity 9) by Tankertony.

The end of Hitler! This actually includes him (at 53,21) but more interestingly is a battle with lots of great armour and powerful infantrymen. It starts as a major Russian Defeat but they have 36 late T34’s, 24 JS 2’s and 8 tank destroyers though no anti-tank artillery. The Russian infantry lack the power to kill tanks.

The Germans have 3 Pz IVH’s, 15 Panthers, 5 Tiger 1’s and 6 King Tigers. They also have 7 Tank Destroyers 13x75 mm and 6x 88mm Anti-Tank guns and all of their infantry units can kill tanks.

The Soviet forces must be handled skilfully to prevent Hitler from escaping!

Researched and compiled by Jim Watt, Australia, November 2004.

Comments and request for Scenarios to jwatt@shoal.net.au
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